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Risk Assessment For Operations in the Cemetery 
 
Assessor: R.Pinion       Reviewed by: 
 
Date: 02/2014 
 
Statutory Requirements: 
 

 All operators must be trained in safe working and read this assessment, and others referenced prior to use 

 Minimum 5-metre exclusion zone around work area (should be signed off to warn bystanders) 
 
PPE Requirements: 
 
Dependent on task, consult specific assessments as required 
  
Vibration 
 
Check vibration assessment before operation. 
 
COSHH: See assessments referenced by this risk assessment for the machine or operation being undertaken. 
 
 
 
 
. 
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Hazard Risk Likelihood Controls Likelihood if 
Controls 
applied 

Vehicles (Parked or on 
cemetery road) 

Traffic accidents 
Damage to vehicles 
Injuries to operators 
or members of the 
public. 

High Use appropriate signals and lights on 
vehicle, drive in accordance with highway 
code. If work in the road itself is required, 
use signs, bollards, etc. as appropriate. 
Wear hi-viz clothing. 
When strimming or mowing near parked 
vehicles, check for stones that could be 
thrown and damage a car or cause 
injuries. 

Low 

Debris, litter, stones Could cause trips or 
be thrown by mower 
blades. 

Medium Clear any debris before starting work. 
Make sure paths are free of debris such as 
grass clippings after work. 

Low 

People Injuries to operators 
or members of the 
public, assault. 

Medium Use signs to warn people of the operation.  
Stop machines if people come within 5 
metres. Avoid confrontations, if necessary 
call the police. 

Low 

Trees Low branches, falling 
limbs 

Low Ensure trees are regularly checked and 
any work needed is carried out. Lower roll 
bars on mower if necessary to travel under 
trees. Do not forget to raise the bar as 
soon as the machine is clear of low 
obstructions. 

Low 

Machinery/Tools Injuries to operator or 
the public 

Medium Read the risk assessment for the machine 
being used. Maintain good awareness. 

Low 

Memorials Crushing, severe 
injuries (staff, visitors) 

Medium Ensure Memorials are regularly inspected 
and a record is kept of all inspections. 

Low 
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Make safe any memorials that fail 
assessment or are found to be hazardous 

Glass/Ornaments Cuts Medium Avoid contact with glass vases etc. 
remove from area before strimming. 

Low 

Kerbsets, low stones Trips/Falls (staff) Medium Take care when working around kerbsets, 
maintain good awareness.  

Low 

Drainage ditch along 
road 

Overturns of ride on 
mowers 

Medium Take extra care when mowing verge along 
ditch edge. Ensure roll bar is raised and 
seat belt is worn. Mow ditch sides with a 
strimmer. 

Low 

 
Safe System of Work 
 

Do Do Not 

Ensure you check the machines over before use Use a defective machine 

Ensure you check the work area for debris that could be thrown 
and cause injury 

Operate a machine if you are unsure about any functions, inform 
your manager who will make sure you receive any training 
required 

Ensure you Switch the machine off and remove the key before 
carrying out maintenance or adjustments 

Wear a seatbelt with the roll bar lowered 

Ensure you use signs to warn of the dangers Drive on the road or in open areas with the ROPS lowered 

Ensure you check the machine over before use Use the machine in a way that it is not designed to operate 

Wear Appropriate PPE as detailed above Place any part of your body into the machinery with the engine 
running 

Use the seatbelt Work close to any persons, if people approach within 5 meters 
STOP 

Lower the ROPS when working under trees and other obstacles Stand behind someone operating a tractor 

Leave the work area in a safe condition Operate a machine while tired or under the influence of alcohol 

When mowing, it is best to mow all areas under low obstacles Drive a machine one handed, both hands must be on the 
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with the roll bar down, then move onto the open areas and raise 
the bar to the upright position. 

controls at all times 

Take care when working around kerbsets and memorials Walk backwards when strimming-this is a common way to trip 
and be injured. 

 
 


